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research of Professors S.
Mardešić and H. Šikić
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Prof. Mardešić
PhD under R. Courant in
Göttingen in 1926
William Feller: Introduction
to Probability Theory and Its
Applictions, two volumes,
1950, 1966
translated into Russian
Lindeberg-Feller Central
Limit Theorem
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1934 review of Kolmogorov’s
Grundbegriffe for
Zentralblatt

two papers in Croatian for
Radovi JAZU 1935 & 1937
translated into Russian,
Chinese, Polish, Castellano,
Hungarian
Kolmogorov’s foreword to
2nd Russian ed. of Vol I
150 math notions with
Feller’s name
two papers in Croatian for
Radovi JAZU 1935 & 1937
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150 mathematical notions
bearing Feller’s name

70 out them bearing
solely Feller’s name
12 notions sharing with
Kolmogorov
2 Riesz, 4 Erdös
5 Lévy, 5 Markov
4 Yosida, 6 Dynkin
2 Keldysh, 1 Lindeberg
4 Krein

Feller used the term random
variable in English, while
Doob used chance variable
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Father Eugen Viktor and mother Elsa

his father Eugen Viktor
Feller was a pharmacist

his mother Ida Oemichen
was Austrian
his grandfather David Feller
was of the Jewish origin, and
grandmother Elsa Holzer
was Austrian
William Feller was baptised
in the church of St. Mark in
Zagreb
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Vilibald Srećko, Vilim, Willy, William

born as Vilibald Srećko Feller
in 1906

changed his name to Vilim
Feller in student days
changed to Willy Feller in
Germany in 1925
changed to William Feller in
the USA in 1939
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Feller’s education in Zagreb

Feller had private tutors

finished high-school in 1923
at 17
enrolment form: language
Croatian, faith R. Catholic
University of Zagreb
1923-1925
professors: Vladimir Varićak,
Stanko Hondl, Marije
Kiseljak, Vladimir Vranić,
Stjepan Bohniček
Club of Mathematicians and
Physicists in Zagreb
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Neugebauer, Tamarkin and Feller

“. . . Feller deserves the gratitude. . . ”

in 1939 Feller brought the
list of 300 active
mathematicians

Otto Neugebauer, David
Tamarkin, William Feller
in January 1940 the first
issue of Mathematical
Reviews
Annals of Math. Stat. 1970:
. . . he deserves the gratitude
of mathematicians for his six
years of effort in establishing
the new journal, now the
world’s leading review of
mathematics.
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National Medal of Science

Feller was awarded the National Medal of Science among others for
establishing Mathematical Reviews

National Medal of Science
1969

among others for his
pioneering work in
establishing Mathematical
Reviews
Math Reviews film on
YouTube from 2012
mentions Neugebauer and
Tamarkin as founders of MR
but not Feller (!?)
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20 years in Croatia; 13 in Germany, Denmark and Sweden; 31 in the USA

Darko Žubrinić: William
Feller - Distinguished
Croatian-American
Mathematician, Graphis,
Zagreb 2011

bilingual Croatian-English
edition, 150 pp, 109 photos
based in part on previous
research of Professors Sibe
Mardešić and Hrvoje Šikić
the book can be ordered via
www.graphis.hr

Professor Vladimir Vranić: “. . . not only did Vilim Feller not
hide his Croatian descent, but he was also proud of it.”
More info at www.croatianhistory.net/etf/feller.html
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